Indigenous Intermediaries opens with a chapter co-authored by the editors in which they chart a shift since the 1990s towards 'a more complex and multivocal account of the practices and politics of European exploration'. The intermediaries referred to in the title are explained as being 'professional guides or other labourers who accompanied expeditions'. One of several really interesting facets of this edited collection is its emphasis on methodological innovation. The editors and contributing authors are conscious of aiming to go beyond simply replacing accounts of white heroic explorers with similarly constructed accounts of Indigenous people. Instead, their foci are the nuances and complexities of encounters, journeys, and aftermaths.
Nine chapters follow. Felix Driver examines key issues around how we think about actors and relationships, sensitivity to politics of naming, and a need to 'tread a fine line between … salvage biography and critical history'. 
